Genetic aspects of hemifacial microsomia.
The majority of patients with hemifacial microsomia (HM) including Goldenhar syndrome are sporadic cases. The sporadic nature of this disorder is emphasized by the discordant occurrence of HM in one of female monozygotic twins reported here. Previous publications, however, also suggest autosomal dominant and autosomal recessive modes of inheritance. Possible formes frustes will also have to be considered when giving genetic counsel.